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1. See David Macey, The Lives of Michel Foucault, London: Hutchinson, 1993, p. 450, for an encounter between Jana Sawicki and Foucault over precisely this point.
Undaunted, Sawicki went on to produce Disciplining Foucault: Feminism, power, and the body, London: Routledge, 1991.

2. There are some excellent spatial analyses using Foucauldian concepts, though none of these undertake the detailed analysis this book purports to. See Peter Brown,
The Body and Society: Men, women and sexual renunciation in early Christianity, London: Faber & Faber, 1989; Paul Carter, The Road to Botany Bay: An essay in
spatial history, London: Faber & Faber, 1987; Paul Rabinow, French Modern: Norms and forms of the social environment, Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1989; Felix
Driver, Power and Pauperism: The workhouse system 1834-1884, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993; Kevin Hetherington, The Badlands of Modernity:
Heterotopia and social ordering, London: Routledge, 1997; David Theo Goldberg, Racist Culture: Philosophy and the politics of meaning, Cambridge, MA: Oxford, 1993;
Timothy Mitchell, Colonizing Egypt, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991; Edward W. Said, Orientalism: Western conceptions of the Orient, reprinted with a
new afterword, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1995; and his Culture and Imperialism, London: Chatto & Windus, 1993.

3. The original text is Folie et de raison: Histoire de la folie a* I'a’ge classique, Paris: Plon, 1961; later abridged as Histoire de la folie, Paris: Plon 10/18, 1964; and
reissued as Histoire de la folie a' I'a’ge classique suivi de mon corps, ce papier, ce feu et la folie, 'absence d’oeuvre, Paris: Gallimard, 1972; and Histoire de la folie a' I'a’ge
classique, Paris: Gallimard, 1976. The English translation, Madness and Civilisation, translated by Richard Howard, London: Routledge, 1989, is largely only of the
abridged version. Chapter Four has since been translated by Anthony Pugh as Experiences of Madness, History of the Human Sciences, Vol. 4 No. 1, 1991. I have used
the 1976 Tel version, which is - bar the new preface and the absence of one footnote - the same as the 1961 original. The original preface and the 1972 appendices are
found in Dits et e’crits.

4. For some interesting comments on the notion of the limit, and its role in Foucault’s thought, see Clare O Farrell, Foucault: Historian or philosopher? Houndmills:
Macmillan, 1989. O’Farrell also recognizes the influence of Heidegger in this idea, and the importance for Foucault of Heidegger’s Nietzsche.

5. In the original preface, Foucault suggested that his intent was to write a history, ‘not of psychiatry, but of madness itself’, but then he swiftly suggests that this is a
‘doubly impossible task’ (DE I, 164). Whilst he has been criticized by Jacques Derrida, Cogito and the History of Madness, in Writing and Difference, translated by Alan
Bass, London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1978, for attempting this impossible task, Foucault is clear that he is really writing the history of ‘that other form of madness’,
by which humans confine their neighbours (DE I, 159; MC xi). He undertakes this by making a study of the ‘economic, political, ideological, and institutional
conditions according to which the segregation of the insane was effected during the Classical period’ (DE II, 223). This study of the links between discourse and
practice prefigures its explicit formulation and the later dyad of power/knowledge.

6. On this see Pamela Major-Poetzl, Michel Foucault’s Archaeology of Western Culture: Toward a new science of history, Brighton: Harvester Press, 1983. On
transgression, see Peter Stallybrass and Allon White, The Politics and Poetics of Transgression, London: Methuen, 1986.

7. On Bataille, Blanchot, Ho * * lderlin, and Flaubert see, respectively, A Preface to Transgression (DE I, 233-50; LCP 29-52); The Thought from Outside (DE I, 518-
39); The Father’s ‘No’ (DE I, 189-203; LCP 68-86); and Fantasia of the Library (DE I, 293-325; LCP 87-109). See also RR; Theatrum Philosophicum (DE II, 75-99;
LCP 165-96); Le language de I'espace (DE I, 407-12) and Language to Infinity (DE I, 250-61; LCP 53-67). It has been suggested by Pierre Macherey, Pre’sentation (RR
xiii), that if Bataille brought Foucault to Nietzsche, ‘it was certainly Blanchot who led Foucault to Heidegger, by means of his rumination on poetry and language’ (see
DE 1V, 437; PPC 24). See Georges Bataille, On Nietzsche, translated by Bruce Boone, New York: Paragon House, 1992; and Maurice Blanchot, The Space of Literature,
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982.

8. James Miller, The Passion of Michel Foucault, London: HarperCollins, 1993, p. 130, suggests it was on the same day; Macey, The Lives of Michel Foucault, p. 129, the
same month; the Chronology in Dits et e crits a month apart (DE I, 25).

9. Miller, The Passion of Michel Foucault, p. 130; Didier Eribon, Michel Foucault, translated by Betsy Wing, London: Faber & Faber, 1993, p. 152.

10. “Transgression is an action which involves the limit, that narrow zone of a line where it displays the flash [I'e’clair - lightning] of its passage, but perhaps also its
entire trajectory, even its origin; it is likely that transgression has its entire space in the line it crosses’ (DE I, 236; LCP 33-4). See Jon Simons, Foucault and the Political,
London: Routledge, 1995.

11. See, for example, Didier Julia, Dictionnaire de la philosophie, Paris: Larousse, 1992, p. 97; Mark Poster, Foucault, Marxism and History: Mode of production versus
mode of information, Cambridge: Polity Press, 1994, p. 74; Thomas R. Flynn, Foucault and the Spaces of History, The Monist, Vol. 74 No. 2, April 1991, p. 178.

12. Alan Sheridan, Michel Foucault: The Will to Truth, London: Tavistock, 1980, p. 14.

13. As Colin Gordon, Foucault in Britain, in Andrew Barry, Thomas Osborne and Nikolas Rose (eds), Foucault and Political Reason, London: UCL Press, 1996, p. 261,
suggests, this phrase arouses the ‘double suspicion of historicism and irrationality’ - especially within the empirically bound British culture. See also Thomas Flynn,
Foucault’s Mapping of History, in Gary Gutting (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Foucault, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994, p. 30; and Beverley
Brown and Mark Cousins, The Linguistic Fault: The Case of Foucault’s Genealogy, in Mike Gane (ed.), Towards a Critique of Foucault, London: Routledge & Kegan
Paul, 1986.
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14. On this period of Foucault’s thought, see Gilles Deleuze, A New Archivist, in Foucault, translated by Se’an Hand, London: Athlone Press, 1988.

15. For a useful discussion of this work, and the role of Bachelard and Canguilhem in it, see Franc, ois Delaporte, The History of Medicine According to Foucault, in

Jan Goldstein (ed.), Foucault and the Writing of History, Oxford: Blackwell, 1994. See also Jeannette Colombel, Contrepoints poe’tiques, Critique, No. 471-2, August-
September 1986.

16. ‘It is understandable in these conditions that we should distinguish carefully between scientific domains and archaeological territories . . . Archaeological territories
may extend to “literary” or “philosophical” texts, as well as scientific ones. Knowledge [savoir] is to be found not only in demonstrations, it can also be found in fiction,
reflection, narratives, institutional regulations, and political decisions’ (AS 239; AK 183-4).

17. ‘By truth I do not mean the ensemble of truths which are to be discovered and accepted, but rather the ensemble of rules according to which one can separate the true
from the false, and attach to the true the specific effects of power’ (DE III, 159; FR 74).

18. We should note here that Foucault explicitly distances himself from what he calls the ‘phenomenological approach’, which ‘gives absolute priority to the observing
subject’ (OT xiv). This is clearly not a critique that pertains to Heidegger, as the previous chapters have shown. Rather, Foucault’s targets are Sartre, Merleau-Ponty and
Husserl.

19. See Robert D’Amico, Text and Context: Derrida and Foucault on Descartes, in John Fekete (ed.) The Structural Allegory: Reconstructive encounters with the new
French thought, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1984, p. 166, where he describes Histoire de la folie as ‘a strong application of the structuralist method to
historical research’; and Lois McNay, Foucault: A critical introduction, Cambridge: Polity Press, 1994, p. 1, who describes Foucault’s work as a ‘structural analysis of the
development of Western thought since the Renaissance’. Useful discussions are found in Sheridan, The Will to Truth, pp. 198fF; Allan Megill, Foucault, Structuralism,
and the Ends of History, Journal of Modern History, Vol. 51, No. 3, September 1979; and John Sturrock, Structuralism, London: Fontana, 1993.

20. Mark Neocleous, Administering Civil Society, London: Macmillan, 1996, pp. 62-3, 182 n30.

21. Miller, The Passion of Michel Foucault, p. 417 n37; also Macey, The Lives of Michel Foucault, p. 171; and Sheridan, The Will to Truth, p. 37. A detailed analysis of
the revisions is made by James Bernauer, Michel Foucault’s Force of Flight: Towards an ethics of thought, Atlantic Highlands, NJ: Humanities Press, 1990, pp. 18 -92.

22. See Foucault’s comment that structuralism ‘does not entail a denial of time; but it is a certain manner of dealing with what we call time and what we call history’
(DE 1V, 752), and his admission that he is trying to introduce structural analysis into the history of ideas (DE I, 583).

23. On structuralism’s relationship to space, see J. G. Merquior, From Prague to Paris: A critique of structuralist and post-structuralist thought, London: Verso, 1986, pp.
54-5. For an example, see Louis Althusser and E’ tienne Balibar, Reading Capital, translated by Ben Brewster, London: NLB, 1970, especially pp. 26-8. Neil Smith and
Cindy Katz, Grounding Metaphor: Towards a Spatialised Politics, in Michael Keith and Steve Pile (eds), Place and the Politics of Identity, London: Routledge, 1993, pp.
71-4, suggest that Foucault is like Althusser in his use of metaphors without analysis. This and the following chapter aim to demonstrate the erroneousness of this
judgement. On the use of spatial metaphors generally, see Ilana Friedrich Silber, Space, Fields, Boundaries: The Rise of Spatial Metaphors in Contemporary Social
Theory, Social Research, Vol. 62, No. 2, Summer 1995.

24. Tan Hacking, The Archaeology of Foucault, in David Couzens Hoy (ed.), Foucault: A critical reader, Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1986, p. 33.

25. It should be noted that whilst most commentators see this as a crucial essay for understanding Foucault, Mitchell Dean, Critical and Effective Histories: Foucault's
methods and historical sociology, London: Routledge, 1994, p. 14, suggests that we should remember that it is about Nietzsche, and that we should not necessarily equate
it with Foucault. It is, however, I suggest, clear from Foucault’s genealogical studies - as he calls them - that the essay is part of a program of future work.

26. For a useful discussion of how these understandings distance Foucault from traditional history, see Miche'le Barrett, The Politics of Truth: From Marx to Foucault,

Cambridge: Polity Press, 1991, pp. 132-3.

27. Ju* " rgen Habermas, The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity, Cambridge: Polity Press, 1987, p. 249, sees this rejection of Ursprungphilosophie as a point of
difference between Foucault, and Heidegger and Derrida.

28. A different conception is provided by Philip Barker, Michel Foucault: Subversions of the subject, New York and London: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1993, p. 71; and
David Owen, Maturity and Modernity: Nietzsche, Weber, Foucault and the ambivalence of reason, London: Routledge, 1994, p. 151, who see archaeology as
concentrating on the synchronic, genealogy on the diachronic. 29. In the interview, Critical Theory/Intellectual History (DE IV, 454-5; PPC 43), Foucault points out
that if knowledge simply equalled power (as some critics would have him saying), then he would not have spent so much time examining their relation.

30. A particularly clear formulation is found in VS 123-7; WK 94-6. For discussions, see Randall McGowen, Power and Humanity, Or Foucault among the Historians,
in Colin Jones and Roy Porter (eds), Reassessing Foucault: Power, medicine and the body, London: Routledge, 1994, p. 95; Sawicki, Disciplining Foucault, pp. 20-1;
David M. Halperin, Saint Foucault: Toward a gay hagiography, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 16-18; Deleuze, Foucault, p. 71; Barker, Michel Foucault, pp.
77-8. On the debt to Nietzsche, see many of those sources cited above, and notably Keith Ansell-Pearson, The Significance of Michel Foucault’s Reading of Nietzsche:
Power, the Subject, and Political Theory, in Peter R. Sedgwick (ed.), Nietzsche: A critical reader, Oxford: Blackwell, 1996.

31. Niccolo' Machiavelli, The Prince, in Selected Political Writings, edited and translated by David Wootton, Indianapolis: Hackett, 1994.

32. It would seem that the target here is particularly Louis Althusser, as shown in his Lenin and Philosophy and Other Essays, translated by Ben Brewster, London: NLB,
1971.

33. Michael Walzer, The Politics of Michel Foucault, in Hoy (ed.), A Critical Reader, p. 54.

34. Especially damaging for the overall purpose here is Henri Lefebvre’s criticism in The Survival of Capitalism: Reproduction of the relations of production, translated
by Frank Bryant, London: Allison & Busby, 1976, p. 116, that the concentration on marginal/peripheral groups in some studies (the allusion is clearly to Foucault)
‘neglects the centres and centrality; it neglects the global. Derek Gregory, Geographical Imaginations, Oxford: Blackwell, 1994, p. 365, suggests that this
‘comprehensively missed Foucault’s point’, but Foucault’s response shows this is not entirely accurate. A balance is needed, and when setting out the project of a history
of spaces, Foucault indeed talked of extension ‘from the grand strategies of geopolitics to the little tactics of the habitat’ (DE III, 192; FL 228). Sensitive to questions of
space, Edward Said provides some of the best work on extending the scope of Foucault’s work from the micro to the macro level. See his Orientalism and Culture and
Imperialism; and Michael

Sprinker (ed.), Edward Said: A critical reader, Oxford: Blackwell, 1992.

35. Though see the work of Gilles Deleuze and Fe’lix Guattari, particularly Mille plateaux: capitalisme et schizophrenie 2, Paris: Les Editions de Minuit, 1980; translated

by Brian Massumi as A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and schizophrenia, London: Athlone Press, 1988. In the Notes on the Translation, Massumi points out that
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Deleuze and Guattari use puissance to signify potential, capacity - a translation of Nietzsche’s Macht - and pouvoir ‘in a sense very close to Foucault’s, as a selective
concretisation of potential’.

36. Alan Hunt, Governing the City: Liberalism and Early Modern Modes of Government, in Barry et al. (eds), Foucault and Political Reason, p. 184. Similar points are
made by McNay, Foucault, pp. 164-5; and Russell Keat, The Human Body in Social Theory: Reich, Foucault and the Repressive Hypothesis, Radical Philosophy, No. 42,
Winter/Spring 1986. See also Jean Baudrillard, Forget Foucault, translated by Nicole Dufresne, New York: Semiotext(e), 1987.

37. See also Michel Foucault, About the Beginning of the Hermeneutics of the Self: Two Lectures at Dartmouth, Political Theory, Vol. 21, No. 2, May 1993, p. 204,
where Foucault admits his earlier emphasis on domination as a problem.

38. On the spatial side, Gregory, Geographical Imaginations, p. 276, sees this as a particular problem: ‘Foucault’s analysis does not lead as directly as Lefebvre’s to a
“politics of space”, however, and one of the most controversial areas of his work is the limited support it seems to afford for any kind of resistance.”

39. Nancy Fraser, ‘Foucault on Modern Power: Empirical Insights and Normative Confusions’, Praxis International, No. 1, 1981, p. 283. Habermas, The Philosophical
Discourse of Modernity, pp. 276ff, suggests that Foucault realizes this, and other, problems, but ‘does not draw any consequences from them’. On some of the issues
around this, see Paul Patton, Taylor and Foucault on Power and Freedom, and Charles Taylor, Taylor and Foucault on Power and Freedom: A Reply, Political Studies,
Vol. XXXVII, 1989; Leslie Paul Thiele, The Agony of Politics: The Nietzschean Roots of Foucault’s Thought, American Political Science Review, Vol. 84, No. 3,
September 1990; and Niko Kolodny, The Ethics of Cryptonormativism: A Defence of Foucault’s Evasions, Philosophy and Social Criticism, Vol. 22, No. 5, September
1996.

40. For a more detailed discussion of this see the final pages of Stuart Elden, The Constitution of the Normal: Monsters and Masturbation at the Colle'ge de France,
boundary 2, Vol. 28, No. 1, Spring 2001.

41. See Carl von Clausewitz, On War, translated by J. J. Graham, revised by F. N. Maude, London: Wordsworth, 1997, p. 25. On this see Pasquale Pasquino, Political
Theory of War and Peace: Foucault and the History of Modern Political Theory, Economy and Society, Vol. 22, No. 1, February 1993; and Thiele, “The Agony of
Politics’, p. 921.

42. Though as Barry Smart, Michel Foucault, London: Routledge, 1988, p. 134,

points out, his own definitions are often vague.

43. See, however, Mark Neocleous, Perpetual War, or, ‘War and War Again: Schmitt, Foucault, Fascism, Philosophy and Social Criticism, Vol. 22, No. 2, March 1996,
for the dangers in this militaristic conception of society, a point that is also made by some feminists. See Joseph Rouse, Power/Knowledge, in Gutting (ed.), The
Cambridge Companion, p. 113, and, on Foucault and feminism more generally, Terry K. Aladjem, The Philosopher’s Prism: Foucault, Feminism, and Critique, Political
Theory, Vol. 19, No. 2, May 1991; and Caroline Ramazanoglu (ed.), Up Against Foucault: Explorations of some tensions between Foucault and Feminism, London:
Routledge, 1993.

44. For a discussion of Heidegger and Foucault on technology, and specifically on the differences in their understandings, see Jana Sawicki, Heidegger and Foucault:
Escaping Technological Nihilism, in Barry Smart (ed.), Michel Foucault (1) Critical Assessments, London: Routledge, 1994, Vol. III; Mitchell Dean, Putting the
Technological into Government, History of the Human Sciences, Vol. 9, No. 3, 1996; and Andre’ Glucksmann, Michel Foucault’s Nihilism, in Timothy J. Armstrong
(ed.), Michel Foucault Philosopher, Hemel Hempstead, Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1992.

45. This point is developed out of a conversation with Morris Kaplan. See also Barry Hindess, Discourses of Power: From Hobbes to Foucault, London: Routledge, 1996,
pp. 114-15, where he links Heidegger and Foucault on the essence of technology - constituting a human individual endowed with ‘soul, consciousness, guilt, remorse’
and so forth.

46. The first two terms are used in The Will to Knowledge, the central chapter of which is called “The Dispositif of Sexuality’; ‘apparatus’ is used in Power/ Knowledge;
‘grid of intelligibility’ is the suggestion of Hubert Dreyfus and Paul Rabinow, Michel Foucault: Beyond structuralism and hermeneutics, Brighton: Harvester, 1982. For a
brief comment, see Halperin, Saint Foucault, pp. 189-90, né.

47. For the former, see Martin Heidegger, Essais et Confe rences, translated by Andre’ Preau, Paris: Gallimard, 1958; for the latter see Approche de Holderlin, translated

by Henry Corbin, Michel Deguy, Franc, ois De’dier and Jean Launay, Paris: Gallimard, 1973.

48. Mitchell Dean, Foucault, Government and the Enfolding of Authority, in Barry et al. (eds), Foucault and Political Reason, p. 226. See also Hindess, Discourses of
Power, pp. 114-15; Alan Milchman and Alan Rosenberg, Michel Foucault, Auschwitz and Modernity, Philosophy and Social Criticism, Vol. 22, No. 1, January 1996, p.
113 n22; and Macey, The Lives of Michel Foucault, p. 355, all of whom conceive of dispositif in a way that corresponds closely to Heidegger’s Gestell. For a discussion,
see Gilles Deleuze, ‘What is a dispositif¢’ in Armstrong (ed.), Michel Foucault Philosopher, and his Desire and Pleasure, in Arnold I. Davidson (ed.), Foucault and his
Interlocutors, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997. None of these thinkers, however, make the explicit link I am suggesting.

49. See also the unpaginated insert found in L'usage des plaisirs and Le souci de soi.

50. See also Michel Foucault, Les Anormaux: Cours au Colle'ge de France (1974-1975), Paris: Seuil/Gallimard, 1999. For a more detailed discussion of the Barbin case,
see Stuart Elden and Sharon Cowan, Words, Ideas and Desires: Freud, Foucault and the Hermaphroditic Roots of Bisexuality, forthcoming.

51. Useful sources on Foucault’s later work include Karlis Racevskis, Postmodernism and the Search for Enlightenment, Charlottesville: The University Press of Virginia,
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